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The third stage, in which roots coalesce so that
neither the one nor the other retains its substantive
independence, I call the Inflectional Stage. The
languages belonging to it have sometimes been dis-
tinguished by the name of amalgamating or organic.

The first stage excludes phonetic corruption alto-
gether.

The second stage excludes phonetic corruption in
the principal root, but allows it in the secondary or
determinative elements.

The third stage allows phonetic corruption both in
the principal root and in the terminations.

Transition from one stage to another.

It is perfectly true that few languages only, if we
can trace their history during any length of time,
remain stationary in one of these. stages. Even Chinese,
as has been shown by Dr. Edkins, exliibits in its
modern dialects traces of incipient agglutination, if
not of inflection. The Ugric languages show the most
decided traces of phonetic corruption1 and in conse-
quence clear tendencies toward inflection; while the
modern Aryan languages, such as French and English,
avail themselves of agglutinative expedients for con-
triving new grammatical forms. So far I quite agree
with Professor Hunfalvy, who has so strongly pro-
tested against substituting a morphological for a
genealogical classification of languages. Such a sub-

1 Thus, to quote Professor Hunfalvy, sydam, heart, in Finnish has
been changed to syom, in Vogul. to sim, in Hungarian to szuv and szft.
The Ostjak. jtigot, bow, is jaut and jajt in Vogul., jout-se in Finnish,
ij and io in Hungarian. The Ostjak. Jcauliy leouh, or keu, stone, is
Tcav and kav in "Vogul., "kirn in Finnish, Jc8 in Hungarian.